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their entry into a new moral world. John Richard Green, the
East-end historian of the English people, wrote as though he
had in mind a yet richer Owen: ' The whole field of social
experiment lies open to a great capitalist. The one thing
required, for instance, to render the squalor and misery of our
larger towns practically impossible would be the actual sight
of a large town without squalor or misery; and yet if Liver-
pool were simply handed over to a great philanthropist with
the income of half-a-dozen dukes of Westminster such a sight
might easily be seen.'*
The same argument was pointed from another angle when
one of the apostles of preventive medicine, Sir Benjamin
Richardson, regaled the British Association in 1875 with his
vision of the city of Hygeia. Ruskin took as practical an
interest in model communities as in reconditioned houses.
The Utopian tradition was renewed. And it mattered but little
if an idealized picture of the country was sometimes held up
to the admiration of the town; for the walls between town and
country were long ago broken down in this island of peace;
and the building of model villages was decidedly fashionable
among the more paternal of mid-nineteenth-century landlords.
Whether it took practical or impracticable forms, this
hygienic, aesthetic, and ethical revolt against the dirt and
ugliness and inconvenience of the new and sprawling urban
agglomerations of Victorian England prepared the way for a
vigorous outburst of experiment. The first essential to civic
planning was concentration of land-ownership such as had
facilitated the laying-out of Bloomsbury by the Dukes of
Bedford, or of many a village by its squire. In industrial
centres a similar position was often within the reach of a great
industrialist; and as his reward he might hope for better
health and greater contentment among his workpeople, to say
nothing of a grandiose advertisement for his firm, and, for
himself, the practice of a hobby no less fascinating than the
training of horses or the cultivation of orchicls. The 1890's
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